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the famous triumvirate that took over the rule 
Rome shortly after the assassination Julius Caesar, 
Marcus Aemilius Lepidus was something anomaly. 
The little that known about him gives indication 
the qualities one would expect find leader 
turbulent had personal magnetism 
such Antony had, claim kinship with Caesar 
such Octavian had, apparent skill politician, 
None that obvious idealism which might serve 
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rallying point for men weary civil conflict. The fact 
remains, however, that Lepidus was useful Julius 
Caesar and eventually became one the three men 
who ruled western, and some eastern, civilization. 

Alfred Duggan has, course, taken definite stand 
with reference the character Lepidus. His view, 
filled out with detail which must perforce con- 
jectural, that Lepidus had personal greatness but 
was the spot the propitious moment and did 
possess some accidental qualities which made him use- 
ful both Caesar and Caesar’s political heirs. With 
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Marcus’ personal ineffectualness basic principle, 
Mr. Duggan has managed put together psycho- 
logical study that goes far beyond this one character; 
the triumvir’s glories are here symbolic the empti- 
ness human titles. Lepidus becomes imperator 
without striking blow, his triumph marked 
procession captives not taken battle, ascends 
the ranks that have been reached only the greatest 
members his ancient family; and the author works 
with these historic truths demonstrate wide gap 
between acclaim and merit. All the great Roman 
dignities are empty show because they come Lepidus 
only because expediency through chance. 


Since there room for conjecture, Mr. Duggan’s view 
Lepidus may not entirely accurate, but cogent- 
presented. has the value coherence. Given 
Mr. Duggan’s reasoning and his arrangement facts, 
the political and military manoeuvres the time the 
triumvirate become intelligible. And the delineation 
Lepidus’ character given here gains force its vivid- 
ness. The stilted language and the sense the archaic 
that are common pitfalls for the historical novelist have 
not trapped Mr. Duggan. Gracefully concealed artistry 
makes old Rome come life and speak its piece 
good modern idiom. This author talks about the first 
century before Christ with easy familiarity that gives 
his reader sense dealing with contemporaries. 

Mr. Duggan would have been well advised restrain 
his penchant for summarizing what has gone before 
and cut out some the patently false and always 
boring self-analyses indulged his main character; 
might have bettered his book too filling some 
way the gap left the obscuring Junia, Lepidus’ 
vivacious wife, the latter part the story. is, 
however, this lively historical novel. 

William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Dibner, Martin Showcase 


Doubleday. Aug. 383p. $3.95. (III) 

Casey Landis the young and aggressive general man- 
ager Frobisher’s Department Store. Under his 
leadership the store thrives, but eventually learns 
that the owners have been helping themselves the 
store’s reserve funds. Disillusioned, Landis quits Fro- 
bisher’s. Moe Brody, wealthy clothier who holds 
considerable financial interest Aintree’s Department 
Store, prevails upon Landis accept the general man- 
agership Aintree’s. Aintree’s old, elegant, 
respectable store which now the verge bank- 
ruptcy. When Landis assumes the direction Ain- 
tree’s, met violent opposition from the old 
timers, particularly from Fred Simms, the store’s comp- 
troller. Through his ingenuity, hard work, and business 
daring, Landis builds Aintree’s into profitable con- 
cern; however Simms and Elliot Aintree, the son the 
store’s founder, manage wrest control out Landis’ 
hands. Landis retires his father’s apple farm 
Maine, taking with him Aintree’s fashion expert, Ruby 
Stevens. 

There denying the strong narrative movement 
this novel. Mr. Dibner not stylist; not 
master the logical plot; but entertaining and 
stirring storyteller. who has had any contact 
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with awareness the huge department stores 
and around New York City’s 34th Street will find the 
story exciting and informative. the other hand 
the reader must suffer many obvious plot 
tions. Casey Landis’ decline into unfeeling 
chine; his belief that Ruby interested only business, 
Ruby’s wait the wings until the author finally 
ready throw her into Casey’s arms; Elliot Aintree’s 
reformation from drunk leader; his wife’s 
tion from perfidy faithfulness: all these—and more— 
elements the plot must swallowed for the sake 
the story. These events are not presented handled 
logically the author. Mr. Dibner’s plot contrivance 
too frequent and too obvious; only credulous readers 
could ignore such contrivances. There also, think, 
narrative defect having the store returned Simms 
and Aintree. The store the hero. The 
through the effect Mr. Dibner’s excellent knowledge 
store operation—wants the store prosper, wants 
the underdog succeed. Suddenly the store, after 
coming alive, back the hands the people who 
had previously led the very edge 
There seems little reason believe Elliot 
Aintree’s reformation, the reader feels that and 
the store have been betrayed. Ironic sure, but 
narratively anticlimatic and frustrating. The villain 
has shot and blinded the hero. Unless such situation 
managed high classic plane with logic and 
artistic finesse, bathos results. afraid the bathos 
obvious the end this story. Mr. Dibner also 
apparently unaware that fornication morally wrong. 
seems regard natural, normal, expected 
happening. Although does not dwell elab- 
orate it, one wonders about the author’s thinking pro- 


cesses when, for example, Ruby “grateful” for Lan- 


dis’s seduction her since “was the first.” Only 
the book’s vital narrative movement and the detailed 
department store material justify its recommendation 
discriminating adults. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


The World Henry Orient 
Aug. 11, 


Johnson, Nora 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. 


Val (short for Valerie) Boyd and Marian Gilbert 


both thirteen years old and attend Norton’s, swanky 
school for girls New York City. Neither them 
has normal home-life. Val stays boarding-house 
since her parents are travelling business almost all 
the time. Marian’s parents are divorced, and she lives 
with her mother and Mrs. Booth, also divorcee. 


Since the two girls have little common with the other 
pupils, who claim that their week-ends are exciting 
round parties and exhausting love affairs, they are 
naturally drawn together and become inseparable. Val 
the more interesting the two. Her I.Q. school 
shows that she almost genius, and addition she 
already skilled musician. There also air 
mystery about her; every day 3:15 she dashes out 
school for appointment. She will not share this 
secret with Marian. But the latter finds out from 
Lilian Kafritz, who “happened” hear one the 
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say that Val went every day woman psy- 
Dr. Braintree. 

Val falls madly love with Henry Orient, famous 
pianist, after listening one his concerts New 
York. She and Marian decide find out everything 
they can about him from books, magazines and news- 
apers. They keep all this information book 
the because their idol’s name and 
keep any prying eye from discovering this hidden 
attachment, they use oriental terms and language. 


Val’s mother furious when she comes New York 
and without much difficulty breaks down the not-too- 
dificult code. She insists that her daughter give 
this attachment once. But Marian persuades Val 
tosee Henry Orient face face. After hours patient 
waiting they finally see him his apartment. 
This marks turning-point the lives the two girls. 
Val’s parents decide settle down and give their 
daughter real home. heart-to-heart talk with 
Marian, Dr. Braintree shows how her close friendship 
had endangered Val’s mental health. There then 
atearful farewell between Val and Marian. But they 
sgn document, which they agree meet each 
other ten years later certain spot, and under their 
they place spots their own blood. 


Itstruck that Val and Marian are little too sophis- 
ticated times for girls thirteen. fact wonder 
can recapture the emotions our earlier years 
exactly they were, without being unconsciously in- 
fluenced what have subsequently 
haps possible. any rate Nora Johnson’s first 
novel interesting psychological study. shall 
undoubtedly have many more books from her, and 
eventually she may become well-known her fam- 
ous father, Nunnally Johnson. 

Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 

Santa Maria University, 

Ponce, Puerto Rico 


Faralla, Dana The Madstone 
Lippincott. Aug. 13,1958. 253p. $3.50. (1) 


Although superficially Rawlings-like story child- 
hood, more basically Miss Faralla’s fifth novel study 
family love viewed termagant mother, her 
three children, and their indulgent 
pleads that love not possessive but sympathetic 
that must respect others individuals. 


Simone the widowed mother the yearlins—Paulette 
(14), Inger (13), and Theo, the youngest—whose na- 
tural enthusiasms and harmless pleasures she rigidly 
misguided solicitude that steadily de- 
stroying their affection for her and the charm their 
best years. Despite her indefatigable energy sup- 
Porting the family small-town grocery, she has 
developed the Branth home atmosphere nag- 
ging, penury, and insecurity over which she rules with 
self-righteous tyranny. 

The children therefore, find summer escape lake 
cottage under the tolerant care their grandparents 
joy between Simone’s periodic visits. 
elieve parties, secret club, home-made cosmetics, 
swimming, the girls’ awakening interest neighborboy 
Kendall, forbidden reading Scott’s romances—these 


Faralla Dundy 


175 


all supply gaiety never known under their mother’s 
puritanism. Even seamstress Meta Testa’s scolding and 
impossible plain dresses made from flour sacks are 
offset Aunt Karen’s and Grandmére’s sunny col- 
laboration with the world Skelt. 

Theo tries solve all minor crises, such dry well 
and frightening storm, the magic madstone Grand- 
pére got from chamois’ stomach the Jura Alps. 
Before tragically losing the talisman, fact, the boy 
even resolved “make everybody love each 
other.” 

The real climax, however, Simone’s decision sell 
the cottage, thereby threatening the one happiness the 
children have. But even she proves vulnerable their 
utter and experiences reawakened con- 
sciousness her own youth. The imminent death 
her father also helps revive unsuspected hu- 
manity and sympathy for the hearts she has almost 
smothered. 

The tenuous plot seldom develops real suspense, and 
the exaggeration Simone makes the book almost 
wholly dependent the children for interest. They 
are enjoyable, though life among adults seems have 
made them more mental and less typical than one’s 
conception of.average New England children. Passages 
curiously wrought description, however, add 
largely acceptable analysis adolescent emotions and 
viewpoints make the reading satisfying ,even though 
not exciting wholly persuasive, for general public. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dundy, Elaine The Dud Avacado 
Dutton. July 235p. $3.50. 


the story you wish novel, witty and smutty, 
“delightfully gay escapade” girl love with 
white-slaver, you wish accompany “modern 
American girl next door” she discovers what’s “All 
about Life and about all those titillating 
tales bohemian life Paris—then stop here. 
you want it, The Dud Avacado, the Vie Amour- 
euse Sally Jay Paris. 

told sprightly, effervescent manner that might 
very well fit story low life along the left bank 
the Seine. Sally Jay tells the story. She has ample 
allowance from sympathetic uncle (rich) out 
and live Her Own, away from all Fetters, Parental 
Control, and, course, away from all Stifling Conven- 
tions. She and her various amorous escorts conduct 
through all forms Parisian bohemia, too 
were the “real inside.” Various these “inside” 
characters tell what the attitudes and postures 
tourists are that should avoid all costs. Yet Sally 
Jay and her readers touring through good share 
the back alleys the Left Bank, Montmartre, and 
down villa the Riviera for good measure. 


Apparently the author has taken care that Sally Jay 
will protected from none the usual forms vice, 
though Sally’s own sins—beyond profusion pro- 
fanity and drifting aimlessly through life—is quite 
“normal” unchastity. Yet she may have aim 
life: perhaps “true love,” for the end “true 
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love does conquer.” least Sally Jay finally beyond 
the clutches her last amorous ideal, lad whose 
white slavery activities provide most the plot the 
story. 
one time Sally Jay does become involved with 
obviously talented artist. But quite perversely mar- 
ries girl whom has known for years. The young 
wife almost dies severe disease, and helps bring 
her back health. But this only brief moment 
which all too bourgeois and too, too dull for many 
words this gay book. Only the adult desperate for 
distraction and impervious glut deliberate 
rather adolescent “sophistication” will want waste 
time the aptly titled Dud Avocado. 
Richard Meyer, 
Maplewood, New Jersey 


Coates, John 
The Widow’s Tale, The Indiscretions 
Lettice 


Sloane. Aug. 6,1958. 224p. $3.50. (IIb) 


Lettice young, near-sighted, beautiful widow. She 
the product one her mother’s rare legal unions. 
She not very bright but she clever crafty, 
female way. result pre-marital “honeymoon,” 
(her husband was tragically killed their actual 
honeymoon, but Lettice takes very philosophically), 
she produces son. result another extra-cur- 
ricular venture not too long after this, she again be- 
comes pregnant. This book about how she finally 
manages pin down the father the unborn child 
and even, mirabile dictu, marry him. pure 
froth, and only were terribly funny might have 
some merit farce. Unfortunately, not terribly 
funny, even very funny all. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


Latham, John The Meskin Hound 
Putnam. Aug. 13,1958. 191p. Illus. $2.95. (Ila) 

Texan dialect Meskin Hound means Mexican dog. 
The dog appears the story from time time and its 
career beaten, unwanted, misunderstood critter 
parallels the life the story’s hero, Jim Tucker. Jim 
living the hills Texas with his drunken, brutal 
stepfather, Sam Cleever, who has helped railroad 
Jim’s real Dad jail false charge stealing hogs. 
Jim runs away when hears the rumor that his Dad 
has escaped jail and somewhere near the town. Jim 
runs away join the most colorful character the 
book, Sugar Barnett. Sugar has only one arm; 
knows the lore the hills; has savage adventures 
with the wild, razorback hogs that roam the hills and 
carries one man war with whoppin’ catfish 
that almost kills him. Topping off his heroic qualities 
real Romeo especially with Jess Pickett’s wife, 
Myrtle. His amorous escapades are handled with tact. 
You can’t help but like Sugar, Texan version Paul 
Bunyan. His opposite the sheriff, August Hershimer, 
cruel crag man who beats Jim Tucker one 
the bloody chapters when suspects Jim taking 
food his jail-breaking father. Other action-filled 
sections are the rounding the wild hogs, Jim’s axe 
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fight with the sheriff, and Sugar’s landing the 
catfish. Two girls, Mary Sue and Lida Blair, are ming 
characters. The narrative structure weak but 
once you become engrossed with raw, risky life 
lived the hills Texas. The characterizations ang 
local color and speech idioms are superior. Flashback 
technique used advantageously. “Be dog” 
older Teenagers and like this outdoor tale. 


Brother Gerald Edward, 
Keith Academy, 
Lowell, Massachusetts 


Thorp, Duncan Only Akiko 
Little, Brown. Aug. 12, 1958. 233p. $3.75. 


don’t see much excuse for book like poorly 
written, the plot slight and the characters are shal- 
low. The background,—post war Japan,—is interest. 
ing, but one hopes that the American was not such 
blight Mr. Thorp pictures him. 


The story revolves around American sergeant who 
takes Japanese mistress. help support her 
resorts big-time black market operations and finally 
has escape. and Akiko, the mistress,—run away 
Japanese fishing village and here, the fly jacket 
says, seeking passion they find love. The ending 
supposed poignant but wasn’t 
moved. 
There wealth interesting material here but 
think the author was too concerned that Only Akiko 
would racy From Here Eternity. 

Adele Nash, 

Buffalo, New York 


Ekert-Rotholz, Alice The Time the Dragons 
Viking. June 23,1958. 468p. $4.95. 


(Literary Guild Choice—July 
The penchant Knut Wergeland, consul 


Shanghai and later Bangkok, connoisseur the arts, 


father three daughters, French, Chinese, and Nor- 
wegian mothers respectively” (as the introductory note 
few the principal characters this long, long 
book describes him) for propagating female offspring 
diverse mothers forms the raison d’étre 
novel. Contrary what might assumed the 
foregoing, this highly moral book. The 
French wife died complications, principally ennui, 
Shanghai 1925, leaving him with Astrid, described 
Knut’s indomitable spinster sister back Trond- 


heim, the family home Norway, “skinny 


herring.” 
Yvonne, the French wife, passed just the irresist- 
able (and completely inadequate) Consul was screwing 


his courage tell her was also the father 


second daughter Lily Lee, née Ch’ing-chao, daughter 
Mr. Hsin Kao-tze, gentleman importance 
Shanghai, and owner fine home 
Bubbling Well Road, who drove his only daughter out 
his home even though she sang more beautifully 
than his best Mongolian songbird. When Consul Wer- 
geland came looking for his singsong girl and their 
child, found that the girl,—with that inscrutable 
wisdom and extraordinary selflessness peculiar Chi- 
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nese and/or Japanese (but never, never found Amer- 
who, this book, all use expressions like “gosh” 
“baby” and live only for liquor and wild parties), 
the superior Japanese who admire ethereal water 
colors and priceless vases when they aren’t butchering 
prisoners subterranean cells driving their wives 
suicide because they don’t present them with sons,— 
had slipped into the mists Shanghai leaving him 
with Mailin, his daughter. 
Shortly thereafter the Consul, back Norway leave 
fom his shadowy consular duties, once more meets 
Borghild Lillisand, odd-ball fiddle-player who had 
entertained his farewell reception Shanghai and 
was caught stealing the silverware. finds now 
(are you surprised?) that, while she had revolted him 
Shanghai, the highlands Norway she was fas- 
They are married and back the salt 
mines for Knut, this time Bangkok together with 
his child-wife, two daughters, their Chinese nurse and 
her husband. Five years later Borghild leaps out 
window but not before presenting the Consul with his 
third daughter, Vivica. And now are ready for 
Book One. 
Book One: Baron Akiro Matsubara, true-blue Sa- 
murai, tours China and the East and insulted 
various persons, even Consul Wergeland and, 
another occasion, American car salesman had ear- 
lier insulted him. The Baron very sensitive which 
does not prevent his being put charge secret police 
operations during the Japanese occupation China 
and Southeast Asia. Astrid finds Pierre Maury, 
French archeologist, during the bombardment Shang- 
hai. Mailin becomes engaged Jimmy Chou, heir 
Singapore. 
Book Two: Astrid loses Pierre. Mailin marries Jimmy 
and immediate success, she has son. Baron 
Matsubara and his sidekick Captain Saito, fine, up- 
standing Catholic secret policeman, terrorize and tor- 
ture, (never fear, hear screams this book), 
and are turn bedeviled Foxface, Chinese under- 
cover agent. Vivica, the wild one, imprisoned 
spy and the Baron, his odd Japanese way, falls 
love with her—and once more insulted. Vivica loses 
her mind and, after the war’s end, revived 
American doctor whom she marries. prob- 
lem seems that she has look her eyes, belying 
whatever her mind, anything. You will have 
little chance speculate what anybody’s mind 
this book for the author TELLS you, and tells you 
and tells you. Astrid gets Pierre back after the war 
which transforms her, some strange alchemy, from 
bitter frustrated shrew into charming, witty com- 
panion, and him from scientific machine into pas- 
sionate lover. are now heading full steam into 
the happiest ending since Grimm’s. 
Book Three: Tim (he’s the American doctor) and 
Vivica solve their problems, aided materially Baron 
atsubara, the released War Criminal, who makes one 
last attack Vivica’s virtue which, the right hands, 
could made into one the funniest scenes since the 
death Burlesque. come the finale with 
One Man’s Family gathered reunion Norway and 
here the final tragedy occurs; the last blow given 
the patient reader, for Helene Wergeland, Knut’s sister, 
the indomitable, sharp-tongued curmudgeon who 
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“hated surprises,” surprises totally turning into 
stock character too. Noted for hitting people the 
face “with wet dishrag” (how many times did 
read that phrase these past 464 pages?) here’s her cur- 
tain speech: “Stuff and nonsense,” Miss Wergeland 
said with her customary sweetness. “Why, I’m not 
yet day over seventy.” 

Myles Gannon, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Clebert, Jean-Paul The Blockhouse 
Coward-McCann. May 19, 1958. 224p. $3.50. (IIb) 


This amazing novel set the crepuscular horror 
men buried alive. Although heightened fictional 
additions based true incident that started 
toward the end World War II. 

group six French labor battalion workers, prisoners 
the Germans, are trapped underground block- 
house the coast France. With all exits blocked 
the debris heavy bombardments death seemed 
imminent until they discovered vast quantities sup- 
plies: food, clothing, candles, matches, even wine,— 
but water. 

The endless imprisonment, underground and under 
pressure, continues day after day with the only release 
being death. Each the characters has his moment 
importance they run the gamut hope, jealousy, 
frustration and despair. The seven deadly sins keep 
them company but not one ever seems pray for 
angel roll back the stone. The impossible remains 
the actual until only two survive. 

The story gripping the way that Poe could grip— 
with shock, suspense, and the drugged feeling being 
caught continual and unrealistic nightmare. This, 
Jean-Paul Clebert’s first novel published this 
country, should win him many readers. 


James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Baker, Carlos Friend Power 
Scribner. May 15,1958. 312p. $3.95. 


Patterns fiction change and the outdoors gives way 
the office and the friend power sits behind desk 
rather than, raditionally, horseback. Friend 
Power current the present trend. The scene 
this novel University town near New York City. 
The action consists search for new University 
president. Each chapter devoted one month’s 
events that search, beginning October and ending 
and the whole set-up seen through the eyes 
one faculty member the committee charged with 
that search. 

Simple the structure sounds fascinating and 
well told account what university needs the 
way top administrator and the conscientious job 
required find just the right man. The characters 
and events are skilfully and believably drawn and they 
intermingle create suspense that sneaks the 
reader. wonders, even the committee searching 
wonders, until the final choice made. will surprise 
him even will please him. 
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Dr. Baker knows how write well that makes 
dynamic story out what could have been dull 
routine affair. But his story the picking prexy 
anything but dull. tells calmly but enthusiastic- 
ally creating subtle suspense that resolves into satis- 
fying experience for the reader. Dr. Baker writes about 
perfectly normal people doing their jobs and still makes 
them real and interesting without downgrading them 
popular taste eccentricity. This book even- 
ing’s enjoyment that should not postponed 


James Gallagher 


Ellis, William The Brooks Legend 
Crowell. Aug. 467p. $4.95. 

Life the newly opening Ohio country after the War 
1812 was demanding affair and any burgeoning 
settlement which boasted the services physician 
had sure attraction for new settlers and new settlers 
meant extra profis for the land agents who controlled 
the sale property. Saul Brooks came the small 
settlement Mesopotamia sell his military land 
bounty warrant for the funds necessary attend 
Transylvania Coolege for, although had served un- 
willingly during the war surgeon’s mate and held 
the lowest possible license practice, yet yearned 
know medicine completely possible and above 
all things wanted add the letters M.D. after his 
name. The community, however, wanted the services 
doctor, the land company, headed Elnathan 
Shuldane, needed the services doctor fulfill 
treaty provisions for Indian removal that land could 
opened for settlement and Saul himself wanted the 
hand Felicia Jordan, widow his wartime colonel 
who bore only hatred toward him since she thought 
had caused her husband’s death failing treat 
him. 

And Saul Brooks was dragooned into remaining 
Mesopotamia and riding medical circuit for years, 
save for some few times when escaped only 
dragged back the pull circumstances and people. 
Saul himself was stubborn and up- 
right and honest his own crabbed way, willing give 
himself but expecting cooperation from others, warn- 
ing others impending danger but then letting them 
snare themselves the coils their own misdeeds 
until they finally agreed accept his help his con- 
ditions. was frequently misunderstood the com- 
munity and frequently thwarted his quest for 
quarantine law halt epidemics. rendered his 
services equally all and never bothered explaining 
his behavior anyone. 

last came the unquestioned chance attend Tran- 
sylvania, not only student but assistant 
respected M.D., chance which Saul relinquished 
help prevent the spread great smallpox epidemic 
which was vindicating all his past warnings. 
final success remained with his people and won his 
Felicia wife. This excellently written historical 
novel with medical background. well, though 
complexly contrived series interlocking plots the 
author draws together day-by-day incidents give 
picture the problems medicine and settlement 
those days. His characters are well delineated, there 
wealth action and the entire plot built 


SELLERs 


well controlled climax. Historical background wel] 
interwoven. Incidents and story matter render the 
book suitable for adults only. 

Wolf, Ph.D., 


University Scranton 


Israel, Charles The Mark 
Simon and Schuster. Aug. 1958. 306p. $3.95. (IIb) 


Paroled five years after his conviction sex crime, 
Jim Fuller had been given job with Clive Enterprises, 
was happily established comfortable boarding house 
where the landlady took maternal interest him 
and her husband began consider Jim his best friend, 
and had met and fallen love with beautiful widow 
with ten-year-old daughter. His fears being recog. 
nized and, more importantly, not being purged 
the “sickness” which had led him his criminal 
attack brought weekly sessions with Doctor 
Nally, psychotherapist who had directed the group 
therapy treatment the penitentiary. Everything 
seems going well; Jim regaining his self-con- 
fidence and assurance that has overcome his 
ness, his boss has him lined for responsible posi- 
tion importance, and the widow ready and willing 
marry. Then prying reporter writes calumniously 
slanted article for lurid tabloid and Fuller feels his 
world crashing about him. 

Charles Israel’s first novel published the 
absorbing study psychological case, marred 
only some casual profanity and completely casual 
attitude toward illicit sexual relations long they 
are “normal,” the only aberration sexual experi- 
ence the abnormal action. The psychology largely 
and rather superficially Freudian. Warned 
adults may find the implicit plea for charity toward 
the salutary lesson from exclusively adult 
novel. 


Malcolm, Jean 
Doubleday. Aug. 215p. $3.95. (IIb) 


This first novel rather successfully explores the shadows 
Hitler’s war against some his own people the 
infamous concentration camps. concerns the shat- 
tered lives five persons whose existence has been 
forgotten. Four them had somehow lived together 
through the worst the Nazi “scientific” tortures; the 
fifth had been separated from his family the war. 
Now this fifth one returns, almost unwillingly, but in- 
evitably, find almost nothing left his family; only 


Discourse with Shadows 


cousin remains, thoroughly broken soul among the 


four who had survived the terror. Thus the life 
this fifth drawn into that the four. 

Each turn tells part the story: Franz, the nearly 
normal one, falls love; Magda, the girl, finds love 
almost antidote her acid memories; Pierrot, 
the elder one, watches this strange “family group” 
march inexorably toward tragic destiny; Hugon, the 
revengeful one, plots vengeance the remaining Nazis; 
and Johann, with the broken mind, stumbles dumbly 


become the instrument the final tragedy. The 
plot, realistic and unmoralizing is, seems carry 


the theme that, while genuine love charity might 
have raised the lives these people real dignity, 
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the violence hate and the revenge wreaked 
bol their Nazi torturers, tears down their small 
hope for self-respect. 
Miss Malcolm’s novel has its obtuse moments the 
telling the tale shuffles back and forth between the 
rational being. Despite this, the theme has 
gim inevitability not unlike that classic Greek 
tragedy. The forces brutality the Nazis practiced 
their victims seems engender the victims hate 
that finally destroys their souls well. should 
noted that this theme considered entirely detached 
any morality spiritual force. indeed 
amoral the narration the story itself. Further- 
more, every instance the story involving American 
Occupation Forces presents the Americans cheap, 
insolent, brassy. This the attitude, course, 
disillusioned group refugees who consider Americans 
unwanted interlopes their own world, smashed 


that world may be. Neither these considerations 
should disturb the adults most likely read this novel. 
Richard Meyer, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Pauling, Linus More War 
Dodd, Mead. Aug. 254p. $3.50. 


Professor Linus Pauling for the informed observer 
the dangers nuclear war becomes once author- 
ity name any documentation. His petition direct- 
the United Nations urging that international 
agreement stop the testing nuclear bombs made 
once perhaps more frequently associated with his 
name than any other title may legitimately claim— 
Presidential Medal for Merit, Nobel Prize Chemistry 
for his research into the nature the chemical bond, 
contributions scientific knowledge areas that span 
chemistry, physics, geology, biology and medicine, hon- 
orary degrees from Princeton, Yale, Paris, Toulouse, 
Liege, Oxford and Cambridge. Dr. Pauling just 
passionately dedicated peace and world union 
his science and shows that dedication this book 
that primarily aimed the intelligent layman. 
explanation given concisely the fundamentals 
nuclear energy and radioactivity and then some rele- 
vant questions are raised simple and frank manner: 
there really “clean” bomb? Are “limited wars” 
Could international agreements made 
tule out nuclear warfare? Can the scientific methods 
reasoning and research help solve international 
problems? What are the actual dangers from radiation 
and fall-out and future generations? Should 
give nuclear weapons our have 
more than 11,000 scientists from all over the world 
petitioned the United Nations? What would another 
world war like? 

The factual data are significant any response these 
questions. The first atomic bomb, dropped Hiro- 
shima, city 450,000 people, American B-29, 
exploded above the central part the city height 
about 2200 feet and within few seconds destroyed 
60% the city, killed 100,000 people and seriously 
injured another 100,000. Three days later second 
atomic bomb exploded over Nagasaki city about 
300.000 Southern Japan, killing 70,000 people and 
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seriously injuring another 70,000. The Nagasaki and 
Hiroshima bombs had explosive energy somewhere be- 
tween 15,000 and 20,000 tons TNT and each them 
killed more than 10,000 times many people were 
killed the average blockbuster the second World 
War. 1952 the nuclear world moved into another 
horrible period when the bombs became not just 1000 
10,000 times more powerful than the blockbusters 
but 1,000,000 10,000,000 times powerful—1000 
times more powerful than the Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
bombs. modern war according Dr. Pauling would 
mean the explosion one bomb over New York and 
the death 1,000,000. One bomb over London would 
kill the same number; over Moscow 6,000,000; over 
Leningrad 3,000,000; over Chicago 4,000,000. These 
cities would smashed flat over area miles 
miles diameter. The cities and regions around 
them would rendered uninhabitable for years the 
deposited radioactivity. Pauling says that the initial 
attacks such war would kill 83,000,000 Americans 
and seriously injure 25,000,000. Many the figures 
were published originally the Atomic Energy Com- 
mission and Pauling merely stating terrifying truth 
when tells that bombs have been tested that have 
explosive power great megatons—an explo- 
sive power equivalent 15,000,000 tons TNT, 
15,000,000 one-ton blockbusters. 
Concerning radioactivity and fallout Pauling considers 
that height feet above the surface the 
ground the total average amount radiation due 
the penetrating gamma rays from the fallout radio- 
activity would 5500 roentgens from one hour one 
year. this total 3000 roentgens would received 
during the first day and 1100 roentgens from the end 
the first day the end the first week. This dosage 
significant realize that exposure 600 roentgens 
during period few days usually leads death 
from acute radiation sickness. Much the radiation 
will penetrate foot concrete that protection 
against not easy. 
The book must read slowly and assimilated especially 
the parts radiation and mutation, gonadal exposure 
from fallout radioctivity, fallout and defective chil- 
dren, the menace radiation and life expec- 
tancy, the somatic effects fallout from bomb tests, 
the statements fallout from Dr. Willard Libby and 
what Dr. Pauling calls the fable the wrist-watch 
argument Dr. Teller who contends that the radia- 
tion danger the average person ten times great 
from wrist-watches from fallout. This reader found 
most interesting the discussion nuclear war and 
strontium-90, the cobalt bomb, the rival claims about 
clean bomb, etc. The appendix contains inter- 
view with Albert Einstein, the Mainau Declaration 
Nobel Laureates urging renuntiation force 
final resort policy, the Declaration Conscience 
Albert Schweitzer, and, finally, catalogue the mem- 
bers the .S. National Academy Sciences who 
signed the petition the United Nations. 
discussion any phase the subject nuclear 
war cannot ignore documented study this 
distinguished scientist and genuine humanitarian. 

Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 

St. Peter’s College, 

Jersey City, New Jersey 
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Clurman, Harold Lies Like Truth 
Macmillan. Aug. 300p. $6.00. 


Unlike the English scene, Americans have compara- 
tively little written compiled about the drama 
acknowledged leaders commercially competitive 
field. This precludes the appalling amount personal 
histories (sneezes, soi-disant bon mots, tasteless gossip) 
chronicled tongue-in-cheek columnists. Where the 
British theatrical field has long had Eric Bentley and 
Kenneth Tynan, and have had Anderson, Gassner 
and Kerr, now our credit have the articulate 
wit Harold Clurman. His theatre reviews, com- 
ments, and discerning essays the past decade have 
been compiled and extended into this volume which 
mandatory reading for the graduate theatre student, 
the selective theatre-goer, and for all those stimulated 
“live” theatrical productions. 


The unusual provocative title stems from Shakes- 
pearean quotation from Macbeth: “(I) begin doubt 
the equivocation the fiend that lies like truth.” The 
“fiends” are rewardingly considered order, play- 
wrights, players, musical theatre, revivals, international 
theatre productions and practices, and variety 
knowing, sometimes scathing, remarks actors, direc- 
tors and personalities. The author, from the background 
his honorable and successful career involving all 
aspects theatre production since the days the 
Group Theatre, reflects minutely his ability stimulate 
theatre and reading audiences this history his 
personal adventures and criticism. 


The theatre reviewes, culled from past printings The 
Nation, New Republic, al. form the largest and pleas- 
urable part the book. For the reader who has actu- 
ally seen the productions mentioned, the author’s ap- 
proach opens new considerations. For the reader whose 
knowledge has been confined libraries, summer stock 
even “bits,” there will new excitement 
these considerations and remembrances. 


HEADLINERS 


Book and Classification Author and Review 

CTION 
Traver Jan. 15, 
Ferber Apr. 
Seton Mar. 
Renault Aug. 
Dryer June 
Moll May 15, ’58 

Ekert-Rotholz 
Hunter Aug. 
Cronin June 
Godden Apr. 15, 
Taylor Apr. 


Anatomy Murder (IIb) 
The Enemy Camp (III) 
Ice Palace (Ila) 
The Winthrop Woman (IIb) 
The King Must Die (IIb) 
The Image Makers (IIb) 
Seidman and Son (I) 
The Time the Dragons 
Strangers When Meet (IV) 
The Northern Light (Ila) 
The Greengage Summer (Ila) 
Travels Jaimie McPherson (IIb) 


NON-FICTION 


Masters Deceit (I) Hoover Mar. 15, 
Please Don’t Eat the Daisies (1) Kerr Dec. 
The Affluent Society Galbraith July 
Dear Abby (IIb) Van Buren Aug. 15, 
Kids Say the Darnedest Things (Ila) Linkletter 
Only America Golden Aug. 
Mister Music Maker, 

Larence Welk Coakley July 
The Ordeal Woodrow Wilson (I) H.Hoover 
The Death Manolete Conrad Aug. 


Clurman Freidel Garthoff 


Best 


For the student, the brilliant introductory, which cop. 
siders whole elements theatre practice today, 
provide revelation sensible values. There are many 
well worthwhile reflections noted this passage, 
well discussed, approved argued about, 
The author’s primary approach what makes 
theatre might well contained these lines: “Very 
little what see hear the theatre altogether 
accidental entirely inconsiderable any epoch, even 
when intellectually poor shallow literature.” 


commenting the perpetual troubles the theatre, 
Mr. Clurman states: “The theatre the most vulner- 
able the arts, the most corruptible,” further explained 
the social aspects, which are dependent factors 
beyond the will any individual, that the theatre 
today has primary dependence not only audiences 
per se, but the additional implications economies, 
health the community, and social ideologies. 


The best way for the interested reader consider these 
pertinent and discriminate discussions about form 
culture that embodies all degrees the literary scale, 
(and consequently its highest form), add 


the bookshelf. Judson LeHaye, 
Drama Department, 
Montebello, California 


Freidel, Frank The Splendid Little War 
Little, Brown. Aug. 14,1958. 314p. $8.50. (Ila) 


Harvard’s Professor History has compiled ex- 
cellently conceived precis what John Hay, writing 
Theodore Roosevelt after the capture Santiago, 
called “splendid little war” gathering contempo- 
rary photographs and line drawings, accompanied 
text into which are skillfully interwoven excerpts from 
documents, letters and correspondents’ reports, the 
whole giving easily understandable summary 
short war which was not “splendid” for those who 
suffered through the disease, the ineptitude, the suffer- 
ing and the death which involved. From the sinking 
the Maine, through the landing Daiquiri Beach, 
the battle San Juan, the engagement with the Span- 
ish fleet, the capture Santiago, the invasion Puerto 
Rico, Dewey’s victory Manila and the Philippine ex- 
pedition against Aguinaldo—it all there, every event 
chronicled not forgetting the ineptitudes and the in- 
efficiencies which made this “splendid little war” 
horrible any other. documentary this first 
modern wars the book well done and suitable for 
adults and adolescents. 


Garthoff, Raymond 

Soviet Strategy the Nuclear Age 
Soviet affairs can considered from many aspects. 
Even Krushchev often expresses the desirability 
“economic” competition. Raymond has 
chosen specialize the military field. For years his 
Soviet Military Doctrine (1953) has been standard 
work the field. With the present work, has 
brought his thinking and research date. 


With the development missiles, rockets 
monuclear armaments, many military experts woul 
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have the whole pattern war the future change. 
However, Garthoff concludes that even with the ICBM, 
undersea and space platforms and stations, basic Soviet 
calls for the destruction the enemy’s armed 
forces and the occupation the enemy’s country. 
interesting note that all its offensive planning, 
Soviet strategy points conquest and subjugation. Per- 
haps the politicians may arrange later conditions, but 
not likely. The Soviets have yet withdraw their 
power from country once conquered. 


Even pictures the annual May Day parade 
Moscow observer can see that the Soviet soldier 
well trained. well equipped. And from the 
present book, becomes evident that, the post-Stalin 
period, the Soviet soldier guided superior military 
thinking. the better part valor not under- 
the foe. However, even push-button war, 
the human factor cannot neglected. the face 
Soviet military strategy, some pertinent questions 
our own psychological warfare need asking and answer- 
ing. The right answers now may well mean the differ- 
ence between victory and survival nation. 


Garthoff has not gathered the latest military statistics 
his book. has, however, presented the current 
and has forecast the future thinking the military 
strategists the Soviet Union. These are the men 
who determine the aims. dictatorship, the means 
can readily found and appropriated. Soviet Strategy 
the Nuclear Age merits reading even the arm 
chair strategist. 

Walter Jaskievicz, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Trotsky, Leon 

Stalin: Appraisal the Man and His 

Influence 
Edited and translated from the Russian Charles Mala- 
Grosset Dunlap. July 21, 1958. xv, 516p. 
$3.50. (IIa) 
This re-issue earlier book the same name 
and author published 1941. Rather than just re- 
view, would much more fascinating investigate 
the reason for its re-issue this time when fashion- 
able blame Stalin for all the black pages Com- 
The author the book under review, Leon Trotsky, 
was one the important participants the October 
Revolution 1917 Russia. Until the early twenties 
played much greater political role than Stalin who 
later assumed sole dictatorship. The participation 
Trotsky the establishment the Soviet state and his 
subsequent political defeat naturally determined the 
Publication this work. Hence any reading the 
work must accompanied exceptional awareness, 
since Trotsky, while speaking Stalin, 
judgment the general history the revoluntionary 
events Russia. The fundamental problem here, and 
one which has particular significance, is: “What 
Stalinism?” the inevitable result “totalitarian 
created with the help this same Trotsky, 
completely independent phenomenon due en- 
the individual traits Stalin. 
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Trotsky, course, prefers the second alternative. How- 
ever, felt the necessity ascribing known histori- 
cal basis for Stalinism. Therefore turned the 
general “degradation” political morals the world 
which was characterized return baser type 
“Machiavellism” (pp. xii f.). Putting the question that 
way reveals obvious distortion historical reality. 
When speaks Machiavelli, Trotsky wrote, “Ques- 
tions morality did not exist for him, they not 
exist for chess player, they not exist for book- 
keeper (p. xii).” But didn’t Trotsky himself, just 
Stalin, much further than Machiavelli his deter- 
mination the fate Russian peasantry for example. 
“If extend the devil finger,” wrote 1923, 
“will not have extend hand, and shoulder, 
and finally the whole body? Even now are dis- 
covering private capital the trade field, especially 
the interchange between city and villages.” what 
“devil” does Trotsky refer? Where are the principles 
any morality with regard the peasant? the 
subject historical process, there just were prin- 
ciples applicable him. this regard the book 
truly interesting. can find with regard the peas- 
ant problem, programs the communist party, the 
Mensheviks, Plekhanov, Razhkov, Stalin and 
others. The one thing which missing program 
which represents the real desires the peasant, 
simply, the representation the peasant himself. 
One the worst manifestations Stalinist terror was 
the infamous purge Yezhov (1937-1938). 
its own category the so-called Yezhovshchina was some- 
thing extraordinary. However, particular circle 
Soviet life similar “corrective measures” were taken 
even during Trotsky’s time. enough recall the 
purge the students 1924-1925. Thousands 
young men and women were expelled from institutions 
higher learning because their parents were civil serv- 
ants, priests, “rich” peasants, merchants, etc. The 
Soviet government reacted not whit the great num- 
ber resultant suicides among the expelled students. 
Every attempt even nominal protest was punished 
exile. Was not this, just whole class analo- 
gous events, the beginning “Yezhovshchina,” based 
the rejection all moral categories, even before the 
accession Stalin power? evident that the 
very possibility his dictatorship was the logical result 
this “super-Machiavellism,” which led finally the 
concentration power the hands one man. This 
man was Stalin. 
However, notwithstanding this tendentiousness which 
have noted, the material Stalin collected Trot- 
sky will remain interesting and will play its proper part 
the work future historian the Russian revolu- 
tion and, part, the analysis the real political 
roots the Stalin dictatorship. 

Constantine Krypton, 

Institute Russian Studies, 

Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Balchen, Bernt Come North with 
Dutton. Aug. $5.00. 


Bernt Balchen’s autobiography interesting, even 
important book about aviation the Polar regions. 
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The rough humor and the “you bet!” style contribute 
good deal the vitality the story. His narrative 
begins 1926 when Balchen, then his middle twen- 
ties, was attached the Amundsen-Nobile expedition 
preparing fly over the North Pole dirigible from 
Spitzbergen. Richard Byrd and Floyd Bennet 
came with their plane, the Josephine Ford, attempt 
the same feat. Considerable rivalry developed between 
the two expeditions until Amundsen pointed out that 
more was involved than mere race. Thus, Bernt was 
able suggest different kind ski-runners for the 
American plane; this not only enabled the Americans 
win the race, but was the beginning warm friend- 
ship between Bennet and Balchen. Balchen was in- 
vited America with the notion that would prove 
valuable member the expedition Antarctica. 
the meantime, took job test pilot for the Fokker 
organization. 

After some daring adventures the Canadian brush, 
Bennet and Balchen were called upon take part 
the rescue the Bremen flyers. Benet died pneu- 
monia consequence this trip, leaving Byrd with- 
out pilot the race the first fly the Atlantic. 
Since was not American citizen, Balchen’s 
chances being selected were not good. Finally, 
resolved take out his first papers and was engaged 
co-pilot. Then was discovered that Acosta could 
not fly instruments. The story this flight one 
the highlights Balchen’s account. inter- 
esting Balchen’s part the expedition Little 
America and the flight with Byrd over the South Pole. 
was this latter expedition that Balchen learned 
the importance the lessons had been taught 
Amundsen: not only does man have excellent 
physical condition live the arctic regions, but more 
attention must paid the psychological hardships 
involved. These lessons were well learned that 
when General Arnold, immediately prior World 
War II, decided establish base Greenland, 
was Balchen that turned. This part Balchen’s 
story includes some thrilling accounts rescue work 
and war the Arctics. Bernt also was able 
recommend the establishment base Thule. 
The latter part the war found Bernt flying supply 
missions for the Norwegian resistance fighters. Here, 
too, contributes many interesting sidelights this 
phase the war. The book concludes with appeal 
for appreciation what the establishment bases 
the Arctic means for our defense case another 
war; and, war averted, the importance these 
bases for travel the future. 

Come North with filled with adventures that 
every adult male should enjoy. Included are maps 
Antarctica, Greenland, the Scandinavian countries, to- 
gether with numerous photographs and 


index. 
William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington, 


Boyington, Baa, Baa Black Sheep 
Putnam. July 18, 1958. 384p. $4.50. (Ila) 


Gradually are getting the whole roster the gay 
irresponsibles. They were the men who were the 


Boyington Cook 
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heroes World War II, mostly the fighter pilots, who 
racked them while the world cheered. Then the 
war ended, and the only thing left for them was the 
book about all. “Pappy” Boyington has now come 
into the fold. 

But Pappy has not come quietly. This rough 
job awful lot people. Pappy was around when 
they were looking for men over China with 
Chennault, kill for bonus money, and Pappy took 
the trade killing. became medium well his busi- 
ness, then found the Air Corps closing him, 
managed get away slow boat Washington, 
and eventually got his commission the Marine Corps, 
became very good his trade the Marines. Be- 
fore was all over had enough lettuce his chest 
and around his neck for very big salad. 

Also got drink bit heavier. had always 
liked the bottle, but war nobody going recognize 
alcoholic, especially had the Medal Honor. 
And one day Pappy woke alcoholic. was 
rough fight back. 

This quite book. Pappy has hard hand, and 
does not hesitate lay about him with the back it. 
takes some mighty rough cuts some mighty well 
known citizens, but does offhand manner 
that you find yourself taking one big gulp even 
against your will. For the price will one the 
better buys the year. you know anything all 
about recent world history, you should find his 
traits some great men fascinating. 


O’Gorman, USAFR, 


University Scranton 


Cook, Reginald 

The Dimensions Robert Frost 
Rinehart. May 12,1958. 241p. $3.95. (Ila) 
Robert Frost his own lifetime seems part the 
lore America. too accepted for criticism really 
measure for any serious study spoil. Most 
his poems blend craftsmanship and husbandry into 
simple and honest whole, like accepted farm 
ment whose restrained form conveys much 
tion. There always “something more” than the 
use intended. This the secret Frost the 
secret great poetry and folklore. 
Such the man that Reginald Cook would measure. 
Although brings insight formed during thirty years 
friendship with the poet and paraphrases remem- 
bered hours his conversation his book strongly 
informational about the poet and weak the matter 
poetic experience. The fault however not Mr. 
Cook’s. elaborates, explains and even 
comes exhaustive but most his critical appraisals re- 
main wonderful little particles that not jell into 
unified whole. 
has not captured him. 
The book literate and entertaining, has sympathetic 
understanding and critical penetration does not take 
the measure man who firmly believes: “The poet 
entitled everything the reader can find his 
poem.” 
Although Reginald Cook has merely gauged the stature 
giant and missed the head that knocks against the 


Mr. Cook has pinned Frost down but 
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has measured Frost well any man may 
hope measure him. 


James Gallagher 
Kunitz, Stanley Selected Poems: 1928-1958 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. July 23, 1958. 116p. 


(Ila) 

This not new voice; rather voice that has 
deserved American hearing. Readers modern 
poetry cannot afford bypass this mastery tech- 
nique, this vital fight for the exact word recording 
this collection are poems from two earlier volumes, 
Intellectual Things (1930) and Passport the War 
(1944), plus group new poems. 


Atrenchant mind and ear trained for speech-music 
enable Mr. Kunitz ransack the depth being and 
bring forth wedding sound and sense. His range 
embraces love, life, war, setting 
modern existence. his own words, “One must 
one’s time order become timeless.” Because 
Mr. Kunitz has biven something new, his works will 
not soon forgotten. “Who enter door/ 
drowned, burned, stung, and starred.” Anthologies 
later, the name Kunitz will engraved the Ameri- 
can mind. Now can claim the recognition the 
very best poets our day who rightly consider him 


one their rank. 
James Hietter, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Pickering, James 
1001 Questions Answered About Astronomy 
Dodd, Mead. June $6.00. 


Artificial satellites and talk space travel have given 
new life the telescope industry and brought about 
books Astronomy for the layman. Several 
the books have been excellent and this latest addi- 
tion the field promises become quite popular be- 
cause its different approach. 


the title indicates, the work arranged question 
and answer form. not mere glossary 
terms but rather attempt give brief and lucid 
explanations the major topics scientific astronomy 
well the practical applications which are much 
with today. The question and answer method high- 
lights for the amateur the important terms, essential 
background and most interesting topics: something 
may lost the wealth material standard 
works, 


The book divided into sections, each section con- 
fined one major subject. For example, the first sec- 
tion deals with the sun and answers questions such as: 
“What the sun made of?”, What the chromo- 
sphere?”, are sunspots?”, and others, forty-eight 
questions all. Later sections take the stars, con- 
stellations, radio astronomy, rockets and satellites, in- 
struments, and on. Cross references and thorough 
index add the value the book. 


Edward Powers, 


University Scranton 


Kunitz Pickering McCullers Robertson 
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McCullers, Carson 
The Square Root Wonderful 
Houghton, Mifflin. July, 1958. 159p. $3.00. (IIb) 


The Square Root Wonderful will crushing dis- 
appointment for those who saw read Carson 
Cullers’ fresh, honest and thoroughly delightful play, 
Member the Wedding. Although was far 
from perfect structurally, the play won the coveted 
New York Drama Critics’ Award and established the 
playwright stylist who not only could evoke deli- 
cate images, golden sentiments, and wistful dreams, but 
could also delineate character and catch the ring 
regional speech with amazing accuracy. All these 
qualities are present some degree The Square 
Root Wonderful but, taken whole, the play 
implausible, unconvincing and earth-bound. Instead 
the drama expected, Miss McCullers has given 
case-history three acts. one exception, 
the characters are candidates for the psychiatrist’s couch 
and bear disturbing resemblance the brain children 
Tennessee Williams. 

Mollie, the protagonist, naive, sensual character, 
twice divorced from her irascible, half-mad husband— 
she did not object his brutality and “polygamy” but 
rebelled when accused her using clichés! She 
lives farm with her wealthy ex-mother-in-law, 
babbling old Loreena, pathetic, lonely spin- 
ster; and Paris, her badly mixed-up son. Quite acci- 
dent, Mollie meets and falls love with John Tucker, 
attractive architect, who immediately moves into 
the guest-house. short order Phillip, the ex-hus- 
band, returns from the sanatorium and urges Mollie 
marry him third time; she refuses but, unable 
resist his sexual attraction, grants him the privileges 
marriage without benefit clergy. Understanding and 
generous though be, John just little hurt the 
turn events and insists that Mollie make her mind 
once and for all. She chooses John, whereupon Phillip 
dashes out and commits suicide. 

The Square Root Wonderful contains many ugly 
scenes, few that are beautiful, and least one that 
memorable—Loreena’s halting, pityful revelation 
frustration nerve-tingling this play 
basically tragic, Mrs. McCullers has interlarded 
with humor and whimsy; instead blending, the 
moods fight one another and, result, genuine emo- 
tion destroyed, the characters become unreal, and 
the dialogue drifts into diffuse double-talk. 

case you’re wondering, The Square Root Won- 
derful love—but the only wonderful thing about this 


play its title. 
Sister Gregory, O.P., 
Rosary College, 
River Forest, Illinois 


Robertson, Terence Channel Dash 
Dutton. June 28, 1958. 202p. $4.00. 

Many modern “whodunits” agree this: although the 
stupidity the forces law and order may 
match for the cleverness the criminal, the “right 
side” always comes out top, matter how many 
blunders may perpetrate the process. There 
much the same sort muddling through this 
dramatic account the escape from Brest whole 
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German battle fleet the early days World War II. 
Two battle cruisers, Schoenhorst and Gneisenau, one 
heavy cruiser, Prinz Eugen, and more than fifty other 
escorting warships every type made this fleet. 
The breakout through the Straits Dover and the 
English Channel was planned methodically and in- 
telligently that left little nothing chance. The 
British radar was, for instance, jammed methodically 
for weeks advance simulate atmospheric disturb- 
ances. the same time, however, the best minds 
the Royal Navy and Air Ministry forwarned the 
attempt, acted like blundering and inexperienced 
schoolboys faced with their first real problem frac- 
tions. 

matters turned out, neither side won. The German 
warships, bottled home waters, never again took 
active part the war and might have been much 
greater threat British convoys had they remained 
Brest Port. The only thing accomplished the dar- 
ing dash the channel broad daylight was that 
Britain’s pride and prestige was dealt heavy blow. 
Robertson’s description the dash and the inept 
efforts stop exciting. Particularly affecting the 
account the desperate attempt made RAF Lieu- 
Eugene Esmonde and seventeen 
other British airmen, almost all whom gave their 
lives following Esmonde brave but unnecessay sac- 
rificial attempt cancel what the House Commons 
later called “the War’s greatest blunder.” 

John 


University Scranton 


Michel, Aimé 
Flying Saucers and the Straight Line 
Mystery 


Criterion. July 277p. $4.50. (III) 


This book principally chronicle reports sight- 
ings flying saucers France during the Fall 1954, 
from which the author develops theory claimed 
prove that the “unidentified flying objects” are guided 
some intelligence from another world. 

The author variously described the dust cover 
mathematician, engineer and scientist. Unfortunately, 
nothing appears anywhere the book give his exact 
qualifications and, one occasion when newspaper 
articled called him “professor,” stated, have never 
taught pupils above high school level.” 

Many the statements used the development and 
claimed proof his theory would not stand under 
rigid mathematical scientific analysis. What 
strange unexpected about movements straight 
not almost all movement straight line un- 
less there some definite cause reason for changing 
direction? Yet the author finds the alignment some 
the reported sightings flying saucers “the strangest 
and most unexpected” all the coincidences observed 
connection with those reports. 

Flying saucer authorities may enjoy the detailed de- 
scriptions the reported sightings France, and, 
given the appendix, the United States Novem- 
ber, 1957. Others will find the book hard read and 


harder accept. 
Moses, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Michel Van Buren 


Conrad, Barnaby The Death Manolete 
Houghton, Mifflin. July 148p. $5.00. 

Manuel Laureano Rodriguez Sanchez was probably 
the most famous bullfighter modern Spain. 
father and his great uncle had been matadors, and 
Manolete had been his father’s professional name for 
his brief career before retiring the safer career 
butcher. But the boy born July 1917, was have 
life full fame and fortune before died killing 
his last bull August 29, Barnaby Conrad had 
put together some hundreds photographs taken 
that last day, and before and after too, with running 
text that will appeal the adventurous and will 
treasured the (growing) number aficionados. 


Van Buren, Abigail Dear Abby 
Prentice-Hall. May 5,1958. $2.95. (IIb) 


Abby, whose real name Pauline Phillips, lives San 
Francisco and has two children. The Abby Dear 
Abby columns, widely syndicated, seems capa- 
ble enough woman who almost always gives sound, 
sometimes prickly advice. cannot, however, detach 
from mind certain uneasiness. stems from the 
slickness with which any woman attempts take 
and answer questions which range the whole octave 
personal living, inside and outside marriage, but 
mostly inside. 

times, titles the chapters are tinged with the sort 
language which both provocative 
e.g., “Biology for Bobby-Soxers,” “Liquor Quiquor,” 
“Sex the Sixties”; they have overtones something 
not quite right. give you example the typical- 
“smart” language find offensive Abby’s dealing 
with problems concerning love and marriage, page 
Abby says, “In spite this strategy, few them 
make it, least the first time, otherwise they’d 
nailing their males instead mailing their wails.” 

find the treat the subject matter this book re- 
pulsive. The Christian attitude toward the love 
two people for one another is, mind, such 
wonderful thing that beyond any columnist any 
true that million Americans read Abby’s column 
daily and that she receives 7500 letters week, then 
what wrong with the people America that 
many them must bring their most intimate problems 
solved the “advice the lovelorn” column 
daily newssheet? 

Let make myself clear: The advice Abby gives has, 
far can see, nothing really wrong with it—it 
sensible and find, too, that Abby often says “consult 
your physician,” “consult your clergyman.” She says 
that she herself consults experts when she cannot 
swer problems presented her her own. spite 
that, final word would be: Don’t buy the book, 
isn’t worth carrying home. two problems are 
alike, two people are alike. What does profit 
anyone read the good answers, the smart remarks 
with which deeply personal problems 


Laughter? For shame! 
Sister Mary William, Ph.D., 
President, 
The College St. Catherine, 
St. Paul, Minnesota 
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Walker, Thomas Calhoun The Honey-pod Tree 
Day. July 24,1958. 320p. $4.50. 

the eventful spring 1862, Thomas Calhoun Walker 
was born slave the Virginia tidewater county 
Gloucester, not far from the honey-pod tree where 
were auctioned off the highest bidder. This 
the unassuming story his significant life Negro 
leader, written with the help Florence Lattimore, 
professional social worker. 


enterprising young man worked his way 
Institute. There the idea was im- 
bedded the minds the Negro students that the 
destiny their race lay their own hands: “Hamp- 
ton’s aim was inspire with high purpose, useful 
and sufficient knowledge that every graduate 
might carry the idea self-help his community.” 


With his head full such healthy ideals, Mr. Walker 
returned 1885 his home county fired with the hope 
emancipating his fellow Negroes from the economic 
and moral slavery that had become their common lot 
since the war. For Gloucester, isolated the penin- 
sula between York and the Rappahannock Rivers, 
found poverty, ignorance, drunkenness, and crime. Most 
the Negroes lived tiny one room cabins and eked 
out the barest subsistence from fishing and digging oys- 
There were schools. There was much in- 
debtedness and drink was all-too-handy escape. The 
crime rate was high, although often enough the “crime” 
was the theft food some starving man. But what 
Mr. Walker found most significant was the total lack 
leadership, either white Negro. 


without delay, raised funds for school-house, 
started elementary school, bought horse and trav- 
eled around the county preaching the value educa- 
tion. Next bought land, built six-room house with 
brick chimney, and raised bumper crop. was 
alive the possibilities vivid practical example and 
this undertaking became the envy the neighborhood. 
Soon others were turning from the river the land and 
today the vast majority Negro families the county 
own their own land and homes. 


One day Mr. Walker happened visit court where 
Negro girl fourteen was sentenced two years 
the penitentiary for taking food from her employer’s 
house when she was hungry. the spur the mo- 
ment, decided study law; and with the help 
former Confederate officer who was lawyer, even- 
tually passed the bar examination. The examining 
judge told him afterwards had done better the 
comprehensives than anyone had tested forty 
years. 


lawyer, befriended homeless and delinquent 
children, often keeping them his own home until 
was able place them with some generous and respon- 
sible family. came play remarkably prominent 
tole local and state politics foster his program 
social betterment. Thus was elected County Com- 
missioner and later during the Depression was ap- 
pointed Advisor and Consultant Negro Affairs for 
the Virginia Emergency and Relief Organization. 
perhaps significant that, when went Richmond 
take office, Gloucester County, with 5000 Negroes, had 
only seven relief! 
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Earlier had reluctantly declined appointment 
Theodore Roosevelt the island Guadaloupe 
Consul General. 


One Tom Walker’s teachers Hampton was Booker 
Washington who once told him: “Not all white folks 
are your enemies. Wherever you you will find 
least one white man who will your friend. Some 
white people will friendly that you happen 
Hell they will get between you and the fire. But 
course you must make yourself liked having good 
manners and common sense and remembering the 
training you got from your father and mother and here 
school.” Until his death 1953, Lawyer Walker 
lived his long life the lookout for such friends and 
was never disappointed. 

All all the book written with candor and simplicity, 
and deserves widely read responsible citizens, 
for exemplifies striking way the cooperative spirit 
with which the racial problem must faced Negro 
and white alike, not solved violence. 


Often enough racial prejudice, where not bred 
fear, question lack imagination, more pre- 
cisely unwillingness picture oneself under an- 
other’s disabilities. One has never given serious thought 
what means disfranchised—socially, political- 
and economically. This wise, temperate, and heart- 
ening autobiography will help build the under- 
developed regions the imagination and possibly bring, 
along with the shock understanding, the first salutary 


stir compassion. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Moorehead, Alan The Russian Revolution 


(Book-of-the-Month Club 


This stunning book! Stunning not only its writ- 
ing but also its impact. 

The result many years post-war research the 
part Professor Stephan Possony and staff 
Georgetown University, this book was commissioned 
written Life magazine and indication the 
foresight and interest less than Henry Luce 
himself this absorbing subject. The writer, Alan 
Moorehead, journalist extraordinary, has bracing, 
easy-flowing style, using his material such manner 
bring out innuendos, coloration and interconnected 
events with remarkable clarity and precision. Unlike 
John Gunther’s Inside Russia Today George Ken- 
nan’s half-completed series the same subject, Moore- 
head provides background material for the revolution- 
ary movement Russia far back Peter the Great 
and even his predecessor. gives previews 
Lenin, Trotsky and Stalin and includes thorough 
picture the mysterious, clouded figure Plekhanov, 
who was their master-teacher and leader the ill- 
fated Menshevik group. was finally overturned, 
(or rather double-crossed), the Bolsheviks under 
the bitter terrorism Lenin, saint the present-day 
Soviet rule absolutism. 

Though “absolute” proof still being sought for, the 
reasonable assumption may made that order 
take advantage the coup d’etat accomplished the 
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assassination Nicholas and his ill-starred, de- 
generate Romanoff line, the Germans shipped Lenin 
and Trotsky into Russia bring about the collapse 
the Eastern Front 1917. This story has been told 
over and over different guises, but the overthrow 
Kerensky who was friendly the Allied Powers tre- 
mendously increased the war effort the United 
States, led President Wilson, who dallying tactics 
finally refused deal with Lenin and allowed the 
Treaty Brest-Litovsk carried out between the 
Bolsheviki and Germany. Meanwhile blood, carnage 
and the dark tragedy frightful civil war had occur- 
red Russia and the United States was helpless 
avert it. 


Mr. Moorehead has done his task well. This his 
greatest book, notwithstanding the excellence Gal- 
lipoli heretofore his greatest accomplishment. Will some- 
one now set him the task tracing the Soviet dupli- 
city World War II, which this reviewer believes 
rivals any hypocrisy yet perpetrated the world 


human history? 
Franklin Dunham, Litt. D., 
Washington, 


Tillion, Germaine Algeria: The Realities 
Knopf. July 21, 1958. 115p. $3.00. 


Germaine Tillion leading French sociologist who has 
specialized Algerian matters and who has, reportedly, 
become associated with the highest French govern- 
mental circles their endeavor settle the Algerian 
war and, more importantly, solve the Algerian future. 
This short tract, Algeria: The Realities, powerful 
and stimulating socio-economic appraisal which illumi- 
nates the nature Franco-Algerian ties well the 
basic problems underdeveloped areas general. Un- 
fortunately, its socio-economic insights are not matched 
adequate political perspective regarding the atti- 
tudes and motivations the Algerian nationalist 
leaders. 


The basis Miss Tillion’s argument the intimacy 
the economic bonds between Algeria and France—par- 
ticularly the opportunity which 400,000 migrant 
gerian workers France have earn wages which 
directly support almost quarter Algeria’s indigenous 
population. this opportunity lost there will 
economic future for Algeria. The matter simple 
that. developing this argument the author traces 
the profound effects which unconsciously have been in- 
troduced into colonial societies the establishment 
marginal modern economy. She shows its effects 
upon basic values, family life, natural leadership and 
the traditional demographic balance these societies. 
the process she provides acute and devastating 
analysis the pragmatic futility attempts popu- 
lation control. Modern economic history discloses, fur- 
thermore, that the world divided into two entities— 
first, those countries blessed with abundant resources 
which were able early achieve dynamic develop- 
ment leading continual raising living standards, 
and, second, those not fortunate which seem doomed 
ever increasing pauperization their populations. 
the former lies tiny segment the world’s popu- 
lation; the latter, the overwhelming 


nialism was not the cause this discrepancy, Miss Til- 
lion maintains, although was contributing factor 
some cases. complex other considerations was 
present. Since partial modern economy has been 
established Algeria over the years the pace 
velopment there can quickened through continued 
political association with France (in legal status 
denied other French African areas) that eco- 
nomic dynamism equal that advanced societies 
can achieved. But such course demands tremen- 
dous financial investment—which can only provided 
France since France alone has the ties and motiva- 
tions adequate for the task. Also required would 
the settlement the revolt such manner that the 
political equality and rights the Algerians would 
guaranteed. Upon that basis investment equal the 
annual cost the French military operations could 
infused into Algeria. Miss Tillion argues that France 
has overpowering duty complete the moderniza- 
tion Algerian society and the economy and that, con- 
versely, the nationalist leaders have real alternative 
association France with Algeria (the form this 
association not specified the author) they really 
have heart the interests their country. 


Miss Tillion probably right her prognostications 
what needed and what possible from the economic 
viewpoint. But she may assume too much regarding 
the motivations the Algerian nationalist leaders and 
perhaps even those the French. The nationalists 
are committed political objectives—independence for 
the territory and their control its government. 
colonial agitation this type economic considerations 
tend take more than second place. One can 
not assume that through rational argument about the 
news the country, economics can replace politics 
the vital consideration. shows little aware- 
ness political realities Algeria. 
argument may intellectually persuasive (as is, 
given her premises) and presented brilliant 
and succinct style (which does not die translation). 
Yet least problematical what its effect will 
upon those who have make political decisions 
Algeria and perhaps even France. Her concluding 
paragraph sums the tone her approach quite well 
and, perhaps, reveals her own basic doubts and un- 
certainty the political feasability her proposals. 
Maybe this asking lot us, maybe asking lot 
Algerian intelligentsia, but nobody either side can 
will make any concessions, then let hurry and make 
room France for whomever want save Algeria, 
whatever their race their religion may be. The 
boat has ceased seaworthy, and there time 
lose before the final wreck. But the disaster could have been 
avoided, and perhaps still can. 
Edward O’Connor, Ph.D., 
Washington, D.C. 


Clue-Works 
Frank O’Gorman, Contributing Editor 


Woolrich, Cornel Violence 
Dodd, Mead. July 21,1958. 246p. $2.95. 


half-dozen stories each dealing with some aspect 
murder, mayhem suspenseful suspicion impend- 
ing doom make this Red Badge item, fine for sum- 
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mer reading since you can stop the end any one 
and still chilled enough sleep. 


Hawkins, John and Ward Death Watch 
Dodd, Mead. July 21,1958. 182p. $2.95. 

This one divided two: the title story occupies the 
first pages, tightly suspenseful effort keep 
murder witness alive, knowing that one the police- 
men women set guard her has been “gotten to” 
and will try kill her. The second half almost 
hair-raising, describing the plight woman who has 
blundered into trio murderers and must depend 
her escaped but shocked son summon aid. The 
latter tale titled Missing Witness. 


Rice, Craig and McBain 
The April Robin Murder 
Random House. July 18,1958. 217p. $3.50. 


Bingo and Handsome, two the late Mrs. Craig Rice’s 
creations who are always little more than few bucks 
from vagrancy charge, having cleaned their 
last unintended solution crime come Hollywood 
and buy old mansion that once was owned silent 
screen star April Robin. The complications are daffy, 
but amusing. McBain finished the tale which Mrs. 
Rice left undone time her death. 


Manchester, William 

Mill. July 23,1958. 255p. $3.50. (I) 
rather timid pharmaceutics salesman setting out for 
the Middle East open negotiations for sales 
that area gets mixed with “the papers,” near- 
looney lady called Ames, and agents rebel Mid- 
Eastern groups and some suspicions narcotics smug- 
Wildly improbable, still keeps interest 
running top speed. 


Beard the Lion 


Woolrich, Cornel Hotel Room 
Random House. Aug. 205p. $3.50. 


Not properly mystery, but labelled Entertain- 
ment,” this series seven episodes centered one 
room hotel across the sixty years from its opening 
its closing. The final episode meant tie the 
package together, but the episodes two through six are 
independent the opening and closing and, indeed, 
each other. All but the last are fairly successful 
short stories most readers will enjoy, one time. 


Berckman, Evelyn Known Grave 
Dodd, Mead, 217p. $2.95. 

seven-year-old murder mystery revived when Kate 
Guilfoy insists she has heard her brother, accused 
murdering his wife and disappearing, outside her 
window. This breaks the Guilfoys’ hope col- 
lecting money from the estate the presumed dead 
son, Vance. Lawyer Kirk Halstead has lot 
sleuthing come with the right answer, correcting 
many wrong assumptions. bit slow, but good for 
adult fans. 


Hawkins Rice Manchester Woolrich Berckman 
Davey Chaber Gainham Stein 
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Davey, Jocelyn The Naked Villany 
Knopf. July 21,1958. $3.50. 


imagine that this terrible novel. But loved it. 
treats the plot with just about the most total scorn 
possible, and the characters just fall into the novel and 
fall right out. But somehow Mr. Jocelyn Davey has 
written one the most amusing books recent years, 
written with just the exact touch needed for the light 
right. Ambrose Usher the hero the novel, the 
second one which has starred, and the most 
undetective detective the business. would much 
rather Bach. I’m not saying another Lord Peter 
Wimsey, but you shouldn’t expect find two them 
one century. fine is, and you like 
spoofed along, you’ll like this one. 


Chaber, Hearse Another Color 
Rinehart. Aug. 11,1958. 250p. $2.95. 


There something said for the novel which 
the murderer does not appear until the last chapter. 
least, there chance for the author tip his 
hand page one. The present job very fine piece 
writing. The plot fairly absurd when you look 
the cold light day, but read night, and can 
swallow nearly anything the darkness. But the in- 
trigue, dope, syndicate, murder, mayhem, and all sorts 
other things somehow not save the total impres- 
sion the book having been build-up old 
gimmick. think enjoy the writing. also think 
curse quietly when you are finished. Recom- 
mended with touch reluctance. 


Gainham, Sarah Appointment Vienna 
Dutton. July 255p. $3.00. 

Kit Quist sent into Vienna 1946 track down 
man. starts early the book gathering strange 
characters, and some nice ones, and suddenly note 
that nearly everyone Vienna looking for the same 
man. Well, not quite, but almost. And everyone 
works hard and well it, with lots action, lots 
people, atmosphere, character, even humor, keep 
the book popping along nicely until that very last page. 
really quite good this particular league—or 
found think would just the thing for some 
pleasant summer reading, and even late into the winter. 


Stein, Aaron Marc Sittinp Dead 
(Crime Club) Aug. 1958. 195p. $2.95. 
a 


Matt Erridge engineer Rome, and vic- 
timized his sister the tune visiting girl friend 
hers whom must show all the things you 
show Rome. She turns out be, course, gorgeous, 
and just what Matt has been waiting for all his life. 
Then old buddy from the war turns up, little 
fellow Matt had kick out the army, and then 
most the bad Italy turn up, led busty 
nymphomaniac who looks Matt once and she 
gone+in many turns out. Well, before 
all over, there dope, and Mafia, and murder, and 
seduction, course, and lots glopping the land- 
scape with idiot cops. and large, probably 
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keep turning the pages, but don’t think too 
memorable. Most dreadful the fact that Matt doesn’t 
talk like engineer. you miss it, won’t hurt. 


Some Recent Religious Books 


Our Lady Lourdes (Newman. Apr. 1958. 266p. 
$4.50. I), Msgr. Joseph Deery, considers every aspect 
Lourdes: the history the locale, the story Berna- 
dette, the art work, churches, and other buildings, the 
cures, and the meaning Lourdes for us. Many fine 
photographs help make this book enjoyable vicari- 
ous pilgrimage this famous Marian shrine. 


Cardinal Merry del Val, Secretary State saint, 
Pius may some day proclaimed saint the 
Church. Give Souls. Life Raphael Cardinal 
Merry del Val, Sister Bernetta Quinn, O.S.F., 
(Newman. Feb. 28, 1958. 277p. $3.75. tells 
this dedicated prince the Church and gentle and 
holy priest God. 


Why Entered the Convent, published 1953, 
sisters told the stories their call the religious life. 
Melody Your Hearts, (Newman. Feb. 1958. 173p. 
$3.00. I), edited Rev. George Kane, gives the 
sequels those stories: the experiences these 
sisters their subsequent daily response that first 
call. 


1918 Msgr. Ronald Knox wrote Spiritual Aeneid, 
the account his journey from Anglicanism Catholi- 
cism. new edition, with introduction Msgr. 
Knox, was published 1950. The present volume, 
(Sheed and Ward. Apr. 16, 1958. 232p. $3.00. 
reprint the 1950 edition. The year 1918 was 
blessing for Msgr. Knox; the forty years his life that 
followed were blessing for the Church. 


The Risen Christ, (Sheed and Ward. Feb. 26, 1958. 
$2.75. I), Caryll Houselander’s last book. 
With childlike simplicity and joy she helps realize 
the significance Christ’s Risen Life; with mature wis- 
dom she offers some practical reflections our lives 


today. 


One the foremost European lay liturgists our times, 
Anton Baumstark, has written penetratingly the aims 
and methods the liturgy Comparative Liturgy, 
(Newman. Apr. 1958. 250p. $6.50. IIa). The classic 
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series lectures gave concerning the evolution and 
structure our modern liturgy has been perceptively 
translated. This work giant step toward intelli- 
gent understanding liturgical prayer. 


Mary and Christian Life, (Newman. May 13, 1958, 
99p. $2.50. I), Rev. Frank Melvin, con- 
tains brief and simply written chapters the events 
and virtues Our Lady’s life with practical suggestions 
for increasing our devotion her. 


John McGoey, S.F.M., Fathering Forth, 
June 20, 1958. 188p. $3.50. offers some down- 
to-earth considerations the crises, the virtues, and 
the daily routine parish priests. The priest-to-be 
and the veteran pastor will find here profitable, prac- 
tical spiritual reading and material for self-examination. 


Pledge Glory, (Newman. Mar. 1958. 283p. $3.00. 
Sister Elizabeth the Trinity Dom Eugene Vandeur. 
suitable meditative reading for those who wish 
increase their devotion the Trinity and our Lord 
the Eucharist. 


The Gift God, (Newman. Apr. 23, 
$3.25. I), Msgr. John McMahon, doctrinal 
and practical guide devotion the Holy Spirit. 
chapters the significance the Holy Spirit our 
lives through the Sacraments, the Mass, the 
Church are added prayers and commentary elements 
the liturgical worship the Third Person. 


Wendelin Meyer, O.F.M., Living the Interior Life, 
(Newman. Feb. 25, 1958. 189p. $3.50. I), presents 
series monthly exhortations, which takes 
turn each chapter the Imitation Christ and ex- 
pands, elucidates, and applies the thoughts therein 
present day conditions. Although directed audi- 
ences nuns, these exhortations will offer new insights 
all readers the Golden Book. 


Thomas Merton’s writings are always characterized 
their solidity and depth. Thoughts Solitude, (Farrar, 
Straus Cudahy. 1958. 124p. $3.00. 
ception. contains Father Merton’s reflections 
various aspects the spiritual life general, and sev- 
eral chapters the meaning and value the con- 
templative, solitary life. 
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